VENUMADHAV

Annboline, Thomas Becket, Julius Caesar, Akbar, Shivaji and
Aurangazib. He imagined and demonstrated how Becket was
murdered, John Wyclife preached the Bible and St. Augustine
purchased the slaves in the market place. He could give imaginary
rendering of select scenes from popular novels and books like
Wuthering Heights, Oliver Twist, A.G. Gardner's Essays and, the
Vanity Fair.

Joan of Arc was his favourite heroine whose patriotism
made an indelible impression on his mind.

He used to demonstrate to his students how she roused
the patriotism of her country men, addressing them mounted
on horse-back. He put so much feeling into his performance
that it took five minutes for them to come out of the mood. The
response was instantaneous. The effect was electrical As he
contemplated her love for her motherland and worked himself
into the mood, tears used to trickle down his cheeks. Students
sat glued to their seats, spell-bound. Later when he visited Paris,
he made it a point to include in his itinery a visit to Joan of Arc's
Equestrian Statue. As he stood before the statue petrified, history
flashed in his mind.

Venumadhav was in active service as teacher for eighteen
years. During this period, he gave several benefit performances
for some worthy cause or the other, using up all his casual leave.
Sri RV. Narasimha Rao, the then Education Minister, admired
his talent. When Venumadhav casually complained to him that
his casual leave was insufficient and that he was in jrteed of extra
leave, the Minister advised him to submit an application. Later
on, when he requested the Minister to pass the orders on the file
and proceeded to give the date and number of his reference, the
latter said: *Venu Madhav, you need not quote these particulars.
You are a well- known artiste. When I see your name, I can easily
identify the case. Please don't bother about it" He was sanctioned
15 days Special Casual Leave. Subsequently, the Education